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Musicians

JOIN NACM

Membership is open
to church musicians,
students, and busi-
nesses. Membership
term is one year from
date dues are paid.

DUES: $70/year

$50 - 2nd member from
the same church

$40 - 3rd member from
the same church

$25 - Student / Retired
$90 - Industry

EXECUTIVE
BOARD

PRESIDENT

San Carlos, CA
650-591-5396

csbeonsult@comcast.net
SECRETARY

Simi Valley, CA
805-520-7486
ruthelin@aol.com

PRESIDENT ELECT

Garden Grove, CA
714-899-1902
pretorg@aol.com

INT. EXECUTIVE
ADMINISTRATOR

Cathedral City, CA
760-992-7947
nacmhq@dc.rr.com
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BLUE RIBBON PANEL RESULTS: Cortland Bender , NACM President

On July 11, 2006, President Cortlandt Bender, called a special “blue ribbon™ panel together to discuss
the state of NACM as an organization, looking back to look forward. Our blue ribbon panel of 24
persons consisted of many past presidents of NACM, former executive directors, and interested persons
who have contributed to the health and direction of the organization in the past. We also had potential
future leaders of the organization.

Our Facilitator was Hugh Ballou from SynerVision International. Our shared goals for the day were to
understand what our areas of strengths and areas of weakness are and to develop a plan for the future
for NACM. Hugh’s task was to do a six-hour meeting something that usually takes two days to accom-
plish. We came very close.

We all came away from this meeting with a shared enthusiasm for the future of NACM. Our

organization has a great foundation on which to build. Below you will find some of the foundational
strengths of what NACM offers and has offered its members. We count, not only on presidents of
Chapters, but also on each individual member to let the wider community know about NACM. The
cliché “you get out what you put in.” still holds true. We all need to be offering our services to our
shared organization to bring us to a contemporary understanding of the needs of the Church Musician.
Although we are foundationally a Sacred Choral organization, our jobs have taken distinctly different
and broader turns.

It is my hope that what you see here will inspire you and inform you about NACM and give you a
deeper understanding of what we offer you and what you offer us. We highlight five areas of strength:
Sacred Choral Music, Education, Community, Worship, and Heritage.

Below are ideas that you can use to articulate the strengths of our organization as you take your part in
growing our organization:

Sacred Choral Music
@ We are facilitators of Sacred Music
Q) We promote Sacred Choral Music

Community
© We pull people in like situations together
We provide fellowship and networking with

& We have a broad perspective on musical styles friends
@ We are musically inclusive @ ‘We minister to us: We exist for benefit of our
members

Education Our national conventions provide:

Q At conventions and chapter meetings, we © Opportunities to meet long time members
provide opportunities to be educated in our and new members.
craft ' ) . ) © Good training workshops:

Q@ We provide reading sessions from publishers @ Children’s, Adults and Youth music

and members to find new repertoire _ @ Conducting, Church music administra-
9 We provide opportunity to hear good choirs tion,

We are constantly reestablishing quality in @ Choral techniques for children, youth

sacred choral music and adults
We provide opportunities to mentor and to be 9 Vocal Techniques for Children, Youth
mentored and Adults

© We provide exposure to other’s ideas

@ Contemporary music needs: Audio/
© We promote pastor/church musician

Visual and future needs

relationships . o ) @ Instrumental techniques
© We provide skills to uplift choirs in quality of i .
music & We strengthen camaraderie, connections, and

& We promote sharing of resources
We promote high standards in our work
through our interactions with one another
and an awareness of nationally recognized
quality programs —

networking
& We provide a forum for respectful dialogue
& We provide a space for people to look at
changes in the church and to act on those
changes
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Vacant

Vacant

Robert Provencio

Ken Sanson

Bob McComac

Ronald Duquette

Francisco Calvo

frans@firstpresorange.
org

Vacant

Lea Ann Walker

Ken Rappe

ken.rappe@csun.edu

Ruth Elin Drossel

& We are an organization with many gifted/
talented members

Worship
&) We work in the areas of formation of worship
__from both traditional and new worship trends.
& We are advocates for sacred music in the
__ context of formulating worship
& We are passionate to inspire/train worship
_leaders
&) We are committed to a theological
_ component in connecting music & worship

& We are an interdenominational worship

organization

History
& We have longevity: a long-standing history —
_ nearly 70 years
& We have a passion to continue
) We have a strong heritage
& We are committed to promoting high
standards in our work

Your membership 1is important, your
participation in our work is important and You
are an important part of promoting not only the
national organization, but also in growing the
local organization.

In the coming year, we look forward to the
following:
& Reestablishing the concept of Mid-Winter
seminars for choral technique and worship
_ growth.
& We will take on co-sponsorship of other
events that enhance your growth as church
 musicians
& Establish a mentoring program both for
Chapter Presidents and for members who are
looking for a mentor and don’t know where to
_turn.
& Revitalizing the communications of NACM
~ to its members
& Reinforcing the value of the NACM List
Serve as an organ of communication member
to member.

I look forward to hearing from you via the
internet or by phone regarding ways in which
your membership can feed you and other
members.

Covtland Bender,
NACM President

BIDDING FAREWELL . . . and SAYING HELLO

by Cort Bender

The Executive Board accepted the resignation of
Vern Sanders as Executive Director for NACM
effective September 1, 2006. At the convention,
the board and the attendees gave thanks to Vern
for 9 years of service to our organization that was
above and beyond much of his “job described”
duties. Vern, a visionary, helped us to begin the
process of looking at the future. Many who are in
church music might be reluctant to do that, but
the writing is on the wall and confronts the
church musician. In some places, the choir is

disappearing in favor of praise bands. In some
places, the choral program flourishes. Some
churches are traditional and some are
contemporary, some blended, some are eclectic.
Regardless of how it looks, church is not the
same as it was in the days of the founding of the
Choral Conductors’ Guild.

Vern was perceptive in his work about the future
of our organization and its call to serve church
musicians of all kinds. He along with several
executive boards were able to maintain the
understanding of the foundational focus is choral
music, but our wider service is to the whole
church music program that includes, handbells,
bands, singers, both choral and solo (traditional
and contemporary) and to recognize that we are
also looking at how technology affects our work.
We are not isolated any longer. The church
musician needs to be a full fledged player in the
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church in the widest sense possible while obeying
the call the church music in his/her specialty.

Vern moves on as
Director of Wor-
ship for Grover

Beach Presby-
terian  Church,
church music
being one

component of his
job, continues as a
editor and owner
of Creator Maga-
zine and takes on
other, new entre-
preneurial  enter-
prises, some of
which will benefit
NACM in the future.

Thanks to you, Vern for your commitment
and love for Chur ch Music and for N ACM.

At the same time the Executive Board procured
the services of James A. Person as Interim Execu-
tive Administrator. Jim began to assume duties n
an overlap with Vern in order to assist an orderly
transition of the office. As it turns out, and as you
can tell by the lateness of this Journal, we are still
in the throes of getting all our records updated
and all things in a row. We are delighted to have

President Corland Bender
congratulates Vern Sanders for
his years of service (photo by
Lea Ann Walker).

ANDREA CALVO
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Jim because of his former service as Executive
Secretary of the Choral Conductors’ Guild and
because he 1s a first class administrator who is
committed to the goals that we will be articulat-
ing to you over the next year. Some of Jim’s
experience is listed below and you can see how
these experiences speak of a gift mix that will be
beneficial to our organization for the coming few
years.

Jim has conducted community and church choirs
in the greater Los Angeles area for the past 36
years including 17 years at Church of Our
Saviour (Episcopal) in San Gabriel. He also
conducted the Burbank Choral Club and the
Department of Water and Power Choraliers as
well as being Executive Secretary of the Choral
Conductors Guild (now The National

Conductor in Residence at MidAmerica Concert
Productions in New York arranging concerts at
Carnegic Hall and was Director of Concert
Productions for one season. He is currently the
West Coast representative for Manhattan
Concert Productions organizing choral concerts
throughout the U.S. Mr. Person received
Bachelor of Music degrees in Church Music and
Music Education and a Masters degree in Choral
Music all from the University of Southern
California. He conducts the Anglican chorale,
which he and three friends founded in 1999.

Do not hesitate to contact Jim with any questions
about the NACM. We are confident in his ability
to articulate our vision and to answer your
questions. Welcome Jim by Email to this
organization and thank him for stepping up to

Association of Church Musicians). He was

UP AND RUNNING:

by James Person, Interim Ex ecutive Administrator

the plate at this time on our history.

The transition from Vern Sanders to me has taken place and the cogs and wheels are beginning to turn.
A special thanks to Judi Sanders who has been keeping the membership records for the past several
years. The information was well organized and up to date when transferred.

Dues due notices were sent to all delinquent members who are currently on the rolls and to those whose
dues became due from September through December. Over 300 additional "invitations to rejoin" were
sent to those whose memberships have lapsed over the past 5 years.  Renewals continue to trickle in
every day. Currently, I am sending individual emails to every member (for whom I have an email) to
verify and correct the information I have so that a directory can be published that is as up to date as
possible. If your email has changed or if you have a new email address, I would appreciate receiving it

ASAP. Send it to nacmhq@dc.rr.com. Please note the new NACM address on page 1.

Plans for the MidWinter Seminar are moving forward and it will be a time for sharing ideas about
NACM and hearing new repertoire. The Convention is well underway for July and early registration
will begin in March. More information on both events is included in this issue.

I feel energized by the forward motion by the National Board and look forward to communicating that
to each and every member.

James A. Persown.

NACM CONVENTION 2007
July 19-21

First United Methodist Church of Gamarillo
Camarillo, CA

CONVENTION NEWS

by: Cort Bender, NACM President

The NACM Convention in Long Beach this year
provided a wonderful opportunity to revisit some
old friends in the reading sessions, not only the
people, but also the anthems. There were also
new anthems to hear and new friends to meet. I
was inspired by the interest session and by the
enthusiasm of the attendees to this year’s
convention. Charles Bruffy, our headliner
inspired me. He challenged us all to listen to our
choirs with the intention of making them better

-3-

than they have been. His approach was
incredibly detailed, down to the desired
pronunciation of every word and the durations of
notes. We worked hard and laughed a lot.

As I sat down to plan for this coming year and
my own church choir, I had a renewed spirit due
to my time at the NACM convention. I had seen
people looking seriously at their programs and
talking with each other about what works and
what doesn’t. We had breakout sessions on Vis-
ual Art, Drama, Children’s Choirs, Audio/Video,
and many others. We worshipped together, ate
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NACM was
founded in 1938 as
the Choral
Conductors Guild
of Southern
California.
Founding
members include:
Frank Cummings,
Charles Hirt, Allen
Lannom, Raymond
Moremen, Edward
Qualen and
Howard Swan.

By the 1950's the
organization had
grown to include
geographical
chapters, each
with regular
meetings. Our
inaugural
Convention was
held in the summer
of 1950.

We obtained our
501(c)(3) non profit
status in the early
1990's and shortly
after, the "CCG"
name was
changed to the
National
Association of
Church Musicians.

together and sang together.  Suffice it to say,

there was more than I could take in by myself.

Convention Choir, 2006 (photo by Lea Ann Walker).

Next year I am bringing two others from my
choir so that my brain doesn’t have to be the only

EO0 S|
by: David Feit-Pretz er, President Elect

one that is full.

Next year, we will be at the First Untied
Methodist Church of Camarillo. This beautiful
setting is surrounded by places to spend time for
summer vacation. Plan now to attend our value
packed Annual Convention. The dates are July
19-21, 2007

May God bless you in your work, as you enter
this coming season. May God be glorified in your
offeringg May you inspire your colleagues in
ministry choirs, praise bands, and pastoral staff.
May God’s Spirit strengthen you and uphold you
Cach and [RAV/a2 VA {‘]2\/

YOURGSEIRIT S @t our AMID WINTER SEMIN InARY

If you are like most of us, when January arrives and all of the excitement of Advent and Christmas is
gone, you feel just a little let down (and I'm sure very tired). Well, I have a prescription to cure those
post-holiday blahs. On January 20, 2007 NACM will hold the first Mid-Winter Seminar that we have
had in years. Dan Bird, Minister of Music at Solana Beach Presbyterian Church will be our special
guest clinician. His topic for the morning will be: “How

to Make it From Sunday to Sunday.” We will have a
reading session presented by NACM members and a
break-out session to discuss ways to help NACM grow

and flourish.

The day will begin at 9:00 a.m. and coffee and goodies
will be provided. The seminar will be held at St.
Gregory’s Episcopal Church, in Long Beach (on Willow
just one block west of Palo Verde).

The cost for this day will be a mere $20.00. You can

MID-WINTER SEMINAR

St. Gregory’s Episcopal Church
6201 E.Willow
Long Beach, CA 90815

9am-|pm
January 20th, 2007

make your reservation for this event by emailing Jim
Person at nacmhq@dc.rr.com, or calling him directly at 760-992-7947 .
Please make your reservation by January 14%

NEWS FROMIOUR MIEMBERS ...

Bishop of Canberra and Goulburn will
Peter George Pocock
to the
Sacred Order of Deacons

By the grace of God and the consent of dodésleeo
The Right Reverend George Browni E

in ChristOs One Holy catholic and Aposto
on the Feast Day of Saint Andrew
Thursday, the Thirtieth of November, 2

at Six in the evening

The Cathedral of Saint Saviour, Goulk
Your prayers and presence are requd

Plealse submit items for CHAPTER
e
VBS and MEMBERSHIP NEWS by

email to James Person at

e}
brdain

nacmhqg@dc.rr.com or regular mail to

our address on page 1.

ck b
C Enrtren

MESSIAL SING-A-LONG
w/ full orchestra
DO 12-10-06 at 4pm
1st Presbyterian Church
11832 Euclid Street
d Garden Grove
FREE ADMISSION

urr
ste

Festival Color is Re®eception to follow

Bring your Score and help us recreate
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CHAPJIER NEWS =0Orang e County.
by: Francisco Calv o, O.C. President

Members of the O.C. chapter met and discussed
several opportunities for improvement within our
chapter. Those in attendance were: Helen Weed,
Richard Messenger, Larry Ball, Andrea Calvo,
Priscilla Silver, Jim Lodan and Francisco Calvo.
In the meeting we thanked Priscilla Silver for her
work in planning the festival which is scheduled
for Sunday April 2274, 2007. For details see the
ad in this issue.

We have scheduled a planning meeting for
January 30™, 2007. Everyone in the chapter is
asked to invite two (or more) guests from both
backgrounds; worship leading and choral

directing. The purpose is to get some fresh ideas.
What can we do to meet the needs of the choral
director and the worship leader? What sort of
programs can we provide that will attract every
church musician in Orange County? We hope
that as a result of our dialogue, two events will be
added to our calendar of events for the O.C.
Chapter.

Details such as to the location, time, who’s
headlining the event; all these will be mailed to
you in the near future. All I ask that you do is
start thinking about who you are going to invite,
and save the date (Tuesday, Jan. 30™).

Thank you again to all who attended the
meeting. Your continued support of NACM is
greatly appreciated.

MORE NEWS FROM OUR MEMBERSHIP.. . .

Forming Hearts, Creating Art:
Developing Worship Leadership

February 17, 2007
Fuller Theological Seminary

Guests:
Dr. Bruce Leafblad, Dr. Paul Salamunovich,
and Dr. Ray and Anne Ortlund

Topics include:
What Is Worship? from MosesQriewpoint), How Does Worship Work? from
Isaiah® viewpoint), Developing Vocal Tone, Pastor/Musician Relationships.

Sponsored by the Fred Bock Institute of Music, Dr. Ed Willmington, Director

for more information and registration: www.brehmcenter.org

UPCOMING FESTIVALS:
Orang e County:

Adult Choral Festival
April 22nd, 2007
2-6pm
Salvation Army Tustin Ranch Church
For information contact Patricia Silver, Festival Coordinator at 714-832-6344

LA County:

“Choral Taste of LA” January 27th, 2007
Whittier Area, February TBA
South Bay Area. May 20th, 2007
For more information on LA Area festivals contact Bob McCormac at 310-732-1164
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A GALL FOR ARTICLES

NACM w ants to hear fromy ou! The Journal editorial staf f is seeking ar ticles for
our next issue. Submit ar ticles via email to J ames Person at nacmhg@dc.rr.com
or by regular mail to N ACM Headquar ters. Let our reader s know what work ed
this holida y season, what you are doing in y our local chur ches, and what you have
planned for ne xt year.

Deadline for items submitted for  The Journal is the 1st of every odd numbered
month. All Ar ticles may be edited due to space available.

National OPEN NOW FOR
Association
THE LATEST
of
Church INFORMATION FROM
Musicians
NACM!
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